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DUTCH  GUIANA. 

By  Coniiular  Agent  James  S.  I/awtou,  Farauiaribo. 

Both  exports  and  imports  of  Dutch  Guiana  for  1910  show  an 
increase  in  vahie  as  compared  with  1918 ;  general  business  conditions 
were  considered  good,  the  prices  obtained  for  the  colony's  exports 
continued  high,  and  wages  were  raised  in  a  number  of  cases,  giving 
more  buying  power  to  the  general  population,  as  shown  by  an  increase 
of  $1,215,909  in  the  imports  for  the  year.  Import  trade  with  the 
United  States  continued  to  increase,  showing  a  gain  of  $420,999,  and 
trade  with  the  Netherlands  was  resumed.  During  1918  not  one  ship 
arrived  from  the  Netherlands,  and  the  imports  via  indirect  routes 
amounted  to  only  $7,558,  as  compared  with  $487,986  during  1919. 
The  exports  to  the  Netherlands  in  1918  were  nil,  as  compared  to 
$1,495,804  in  1919.  There  were  15  ships  arrived  from  and  12  ships 
departed  to  the  Netherlands  during  the  year.  The  large  exports  to 
that  country  were  due  to  the  high  prices  and  the  demand  for  raw 
material  in  Europe.  Freight  rates  remained  high,  but  satisfactory 
prices  generally  were  received. 

Import  Statistics. 

The  appended  table  gives  the  values  of  the  principal  items  of 
import  for  1918  and  1919  from  all  countries  and  from  the  United 
States;  a  number  of  items  that  are  listed  for  1919  do  not  appear  for 
1918,  being  included  in  "All  other  articles  "  for  that  3'ear. 


Articles. 


Total. 


1918 


1919 


From  United  States. 


1918 


1919 


Ammunition  and  explosives , 

Automobile.s,  trucks,  and  motorcycles , 

Beef,  salted  and  smoked. .  ^ 

Beer,  stout,  and  ales 

Books,  all  kinds 

Bottoms,  staves,  and  hoops 

Biscuits,  plain  and  fancy 

Butter  and  substitutes 

Candles 

Cement 

Cheese ^ 

Chcmicals«TT*Titemils , ,"; t'  . rVi'ZT^, . .. ..a. - 
Cigars  and  cigarettey  N J  .V. .  Qr.  FL .  L  l«. 


i;:434 


-Bg^CUyEIJTS  DEPL 


APD 


O  «\.«Af\ 


l-^ 


U.S.  DiPotrrow 


5104,332 
45, 151 

1, 564 
14,310 

7,132 
66,957 

7,606 
12,973 

8,646 


7,856 


$7,  223 
4, 835 

161, 004 
27, 161 
21, 533 
10, 576 
25,043 

154,301 
2,125 
16,881 
19, 530 
50, 521 
59, 941 


?152,821 

37, 707 

1,025 


$2, 556 

4,835 

132,890 

10, 966 

2,656 


6,124 
50,922 

6, 979 
11,951 

6, 108 


1,726 


10, 174 

47,  280 
1,600 

16, 370 
2,679 

24,026 

22,359 
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Articles. 


Total. 


1918 


1919 


From  United  States. 


1918 


Coal 

Dry  goods  and  clothing 

Earthenware 

Fish,  salted  and  smoked 

Fats,  cooking 

Films 

Fertilizers 

Flour  and  meals 

Food  in  tin  and  glass , 

Grain  and  dried  vegetables. . 

Hats 

Hides  and  leither 

Iron,  all  kinds 

Jewelry 

Lime 

Liquors,  distilled 

Machinery 

Notions 

Nails  and  spikes 

Onions. 

Oakum ." 

Oils: 

Mineral 

Vegetahle 

Paper,  all  kinds 

Paints  and  varnishes 

Pork,  salted  and  smoked 

Peanuts 

Potatoes 

Roofing  materials,  fireproof. 

Rice 

Ropes 

Sacks 

Salt ■ 

.Shoes 

Soap 

Tea. 


§529,920 

4,829 

142,496 


27, 389 


20, 777 
18,444 
81, 488 
796 
6,161 


2,103 

65, 240 
19, 002 
17,367 
12,544 
26, 546 


$24,024 

577, 807 

7,502 

162, 595 

5, 353 

5,786 

10,484 

367, 478 

101,567 

137,218 

12, 270 

43,660 

82, 288 

237 

3,072 

52, 526 

160, 649 

59, 534 

33, 966 

20,116 


$195,067 
3,066 

67, 788 


8255, 218 

1,383 

35, 244 

5,311; 


9,783 


7,197 

10, 173 

69, 594 

244 

20 


270,098 

66, 739 

9,098 

3,598 

33, 033 

51,031 

168 

353 

5,743 

76, 508 

26, 218 

29, 799 

4,743 


14,356 


Tobacco 

Vinegar,  and  essence  of. 

Wines,  all  kinds 

All  other  articles 


22,900 
10, 759 
63, 107 

5,849 
37, 076 
34,012 
13, 857 
36, 181 

2,294 

IS,  086 

882, 446 


Total 2, 382, 526 


195, 164 
78,99d 
35, 466 
38, 532 
32, 159 
12, 402 
22,648 
20, 531 
24,649 
11,503 
76, 754 
7,522 
17, 357 
75, 759 
16, 585 

104,  294 
40,942 
3S,  728 

296, 632 


1,749 

60, 990 
11,300 
13, 198 
11,026 
35,924 


10,844 


15,147 
5,148 


782 
26, 155 
10, 585 
11,603 
25, 444 
2, 25? 
12, 678 
415,313 


186, 572 

59,041 

17,034 

24,567 

32,043 

1,375 

11,817 

12, 612 

6,612 

6,953 

7,501 

684 

12,231 

26,280 

10, 084 

66, 364 

4,566 

11,046 

84; 563 


3, 578,  435 


1,304,222 


The  Export  Trade. 

Exports  from  Dutch  Guiana  according-  to  the  principal  countries 
of  destination  during  1918  and  1919  are  given  in  the  following  table: 


Comitries  of  destination. 

1918 

1919 

Countries  of  destination. 

1918 

•1919 

Barbados 

$9, 549 

1,3 15,  .538 

23.273 

326;  300 

S17,372 

692,092 

10,470 

;87,.597 

1,495,864 

648 

United  Kin,G;dom  . 

?35,114 
1,122,231 

S126,506 
806,202 
158  322 

British  Guiana 

Ignited  States 

Curacao.    .            .... 

France 

Fiench  Guiana 

All  other  countries 

75 

Total             .     ... 

Trinidad 

2,832,005 

3 . 595, 148 

Exports  by  Articles. 

The  foUovfing  list  gives  the  chief  articles  of  export  with  their 
values  for  1918  and  1919 : 


Articles. 

1918 

1919 

Balata 

$e00,C;32 

493, 672 

314 

2,189 

389, 765 

1,813 

5,743 

$752. 113 

63  4,  .539 

1, 198.  341 

■734 

357, 027 

14,895 

1,040 

Caca  0 

Colfee 

Fiber 

Gold 

Hides 

Molasses 

Arliclas. 


Rubber 

Rum 

Sugar 

Wood , 

All  other  articles 

Total 


$2,  .577 
64,981 
944. 193 
12, 238 
14, 488 


$5,014 
19,732 
571,461 
21,987 
18,264 


3,595,143 


DUTCH   GUIANA.  O 

While  the  total  exports  for  the  year  1919  show  an  increase  of 
$703,143  over  1918,  the  figures  are  somewhat  mislcadino;.  The  entire 
coffee  crop  of  1918  was  stored  in  the  colony  during  that  year,  and 
shipped  in  1919.  Exports  therefore  show  an  increase  of  $1,198,027, 
which  is  in  fact  the  value  of  two  years'  crops.  Sugar  and  its  by- 
products, rum  and  molasses,  show  a  decrease  amounting  to  $422,684, 
and  cacao  shows  an  increase  of  $140,867.  Balata  and  gold  show  de- 
creases of  $147,919  and  $32,73^,  respectively,  but  wood  and  timber 
show  an  increase  of  $9,749. 
Declared  Exports  to  United  States. 

Exports  invoiced  at  the  consular  agency  at  Paramaribo  for  ship- 
ment to  the  United  States  during  1918  and  1919  are  given  in  the  fol- 
lowing table : 


Articles. 

1918 

1919 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Balata 

pounds.. 

.   .  do... 

118,720 
693,264 

$108,127 
17,597 

338,750 

$302,456 

do.... 

1,500 
524, 245 
2,154,830 
6,505 
38,970 
35,295 
3,863 

6 

Cacao 

Coffee 

Fiber,  sisal 

Gold 

Hides 

Metal,  old ... 

do.... 

do.... 

;do.... 

grams.. 

pounds.. 

do 

4,071,489 

1,244 
20,704 
387,708 
12,090 

455,300 
174 

4,743 
221,744 

3,078 

121,167' 

362,233 

1,225 

23,727 

11,211 

212 

do.... 

do.... 

do.... 

do.... 

cubic  feet.. 

4,095 
11,334,800 

11,600 

29,260 

8,212 

2,913 
575,447 

715 

207 

4,491 

1,925 

Sugar 

Wood: 

1,8133,200 

94,000 

Quassia  chips 

Other 

7,150 
a  105,002 

532 
8,739 

Total ... 

1,394,557 

925, 50S 

a  PoiUlds. 

Credit  standings  of  merchants  here  may  be  had  at  all  times  from 
the  Surinam  Bank  for  a  reasonable  fee. 

Agricultural  Conditions. 

One  estate  imported  two  small  tractors  in  1919  to  be  used  in  the 
cultivation  of  sugar  cane,  but  they  have  not  been  in  use  long  enough 
to  prove  their  suitability  to  local  conditions.  This  is  the  first 
meclianical  tillage  to  be  tried  out  on  sugar  estates  in  Dutch  Guiana, 
and  if  found  efficient  probably  will  be  used  on  other  estates  in  the 
country. 

The  cacao  crop  brought  good  prices  in  the  Netherlands  during 
1919,  and  showed  a  slight  increase  in  production.  Liberia  coffee, 
which  is  the  variety  chiefly  grown  in  the  colony,  suffered  from  a 
prolonged  drought  and  some  plantations  produced  only  half  the 
amount  raised  in  1918.  Several  new  factories  for  the  preparation 
of  coffee  were  built-  and  started  operations  in  1919.  During  1918 
the  Government  forced  the  large  plantations  to  plant  a  certain 
acreage  in  rice  to  feed  their  contracted  labor.  This  policy  will  tend 
to  lower  the  imports  of  rice  and  may  eventually  enable  the  colony 
not  only  to  grow  enough  for  its  own  use  but  to  have  a  surplus  for 
export.  Corn  was  grown  mostly  by  small  farmers,  and  as  the  popu- 
lation generally  does  not  use  this  cereal  for  food,  a  small  amount 
was  exported,  chiefly  to  the  Barbados  and  Cayenne. 
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Gold  Mining — Bauxite  Exploitation  Limited  by  Law — Other  Mining. 

The  production  of  oold  shows  a  steady  decline.  No  new  dis- 
coA^eries  were  made,  ahhoiigh  there  has  been  a  revival  of  interest  in 
the  old  Sara  Creek  mining  district,  principally  by  small  leasers. 
Total  gold  production  for  the  year  was  valued  at  $357,027,  and  of 
this  $144,083  worth  was  produced  by  one  company,  working  entirely 
by  hand,  in  the  Marowyne  district.  On  this  same  river,  an  Ameri- 
can company  continued  prospecting  with  a  view  toward  dredging. 
Eesults  are  reported  as  satisfactory. 

A  law  now  stands  providing  conditions  under  which  exploitation 
of  the  bauxite  deposits  of  the  colony  may  be  undertaken.  Some  of 
the  chief  features  of  this  ruling  are :  Concessions  may  be  granted 
for  any  length  of  time  not  exceeding  50  years;  no  company  or  in- 
dividual may  hold  at  one  time  more  than  125,000  hectares  (1  hectare= 
2.47  acres).  The  taxes  on  the  bauxite  land  are  as  follows:  For  the 
first  year,  10  cents  Dutch  currency  per  hectare  (1.6  cents  American 
currency  per  acre)  ;  for  the  second  year,  20  cents  per  hectare  (3.2 
cents  per  acre) ;  for  the  third  year  50  cents  per  hectare  (8  cents 
per  acre)  ;  for  the  fourth  3'ear  75  cents  per  hectare  (12.1  cents  per 
acre)  ;  for  the  following  years  1  guilder  per  hectare  (16.2  cents  per 
acre).  Every  concession  holder  is  bound  to  mine  yearly  during  the 
five  years,  commencing  from  the  date  of  the  concession,  20  tons  on 
each  100  hectares,  or  part  thereof  held;  after  the  fifth  year  the 
minimum  mined  shall  be  10  tons  per  100  hectares,  and  on  each  ton 
mined  a  royalty  of  25  cents,  Dutch  currency  (10  cents  American  cur- 
rency), shall  be  paid  to  the  Government.  Corporations  holding  con- 
cessions now  know  under  what  conditions  they  must  work,  and  prepa- 
rations to  mine  and  export  bauxite  are  going  forward  rapidly. 

Prospecting  continued,  in  a  small  way,  for  quicksilver  ores,  float 
of  Avhich  has  been  found  in  a  number  of  places  near  the  Marowyne 
River,  and  it  is  reported  that  quicksilver  has  been  found  in  place  on 
one  concession.  The  Government,  in  connection  with  a  Dutch  com- 
panj^,  continued  to  explore  large  areas  of  ground  said  to  contain 
high-grade  iron-ore  deposits. 

The  Balata  Industry — Establishment  of  Agricultural  Bank. 

The  production  of  balata  shows  a  steady  decline,  although  the 
prices  received  were  considered  good.  The  industry  is  gradually 
falling  into  the  hands  of  two  or  three  large  corporations,  and  this 
year  saw  the  selling  out  of  one  of  the  oldest  individual  operators  to 
one  of  the  larger  interests.  This  is  mainly  due  to  the  fact  that  areas 
that  pay  to  exploit  are  getting  farther  from  the  coast,  and  the  trans- 
portation and  cost  of  labor  are  therefore  steadily  increasing,  so  that 
only  firms  w^itli  large  financial  backing  and  organized  forces  of  labor 
can  continue  in  this  business. 

The  year  1919  saw  the  inauguration  of  an  agriculture  loan  bank 
in  the  colony.  The  capital  of  the  new  concern,  which  is  known  as  the 
West  Indische  Cultuurbank,  is  1,000,000  guilders,  divided  into  1,000 
shares  of  1,000  guilders  each.  The  shareholders  are  the  Surinam  Bank, 
the  Royal  Dutch  West  India  Mail,  the  Netherland  Trading  Co.,  and 
the  Rotterdam  Banking  Society,  all  of  whom  are  interested  in  the 
colony  in  various  Avays.  The  business  of  the  new  bank  is  to  finance 
approved  agricultural  enterprises. 
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